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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Beloved movie “Hoosiers” is honored twenty years later with a nine-day celebration. 
 
KNIGHTSTOWN, Ind. Ð The ancient basketball court has been polished, the wooden 
grandstands have been scrubbed, and the glass in the ticket booth and trophy cases has been 
wiped clean, all in preparation for the biggest event this town (population 2,500) has seen in two 
decades. ÒHoosiers: A Twenty Year CelebrationÓ will be a week-long celebration of the 1986 
release of the movie Hoosiers, much of which was filmed in the former Knightstown High 
School gymnasium. The June 3-11 celebration will be centered in what is now known as the 
Hoosier Gym, which in the movie served as the home court of the fictional Hickory Huskers. 
 
Built in 1922 as a community center, the gymnasium served as the home court of Knightstown 
High School basketball teams for 44 years. With its shorter than normal court and wooden tiered 
seating within armÕs reach of the action, the old gymnasium possessed the pure atmosphere the 
filmmakers were looking for to re-create an authentic 1950s setting. Filming in Knightstown 
took place in the fall of 1985. 
 
The celebration starts Saturday, June 3, at 11 a.m. with a parade through downtown and up North 
Adams Street, past the Hoosier Gym. Grand marshals of the parade will be Hoosiers screenwriter 
Angelo Pizzo and director David Anspaugh. Tom Carnegie, the voice of the Indianapolis 500, 
will be the guest announcer. Members of the original Hickory Huskers as well as members of the 
Milan High School basketball team, which won the 1954 Indiana state championship (the team 
which inspired the movie) , will be featured in the parade. They will sign autographs at the 
Hoosier Gym at 2:30 p.m. Saturday. 
 
A gala dinner and sports memorabilia auction will be presented at the gym Saturday at 6 p.m. 
Angelo Pizzo will be one of the guest speakers and Kelvin Sampson, new Indiana University 
menÕs basketball coach, will be a special guest. Knightstown auctioneer Mark Tompkins will sell 
approximately 25 items, including an original backboard from the Hoosier Gym, which was built 
in 1921. Tickets ($75 per person) are still available for this event. Proceeds benefit the Hoosier 
Gym Community Center of Knightstown. 
 
Viewing of the movie Hoosiers will take place Sunday, June 4, at 7 p.m. in the Hoosier Gym. 
Admission is by free-will offering.  The movie will be shown again Sunday, June 11, at 7 p.m. 
The film will be projected on a large screen using the only 35mm print of Hoosiers known to 
exist. 



 
The Hickory Hacker Golf Outing will be played Monday, June 5, beginning with lunch at 11:30 
a.m. and a shotgun start at noon. Entry fee for a team of four players is $300 and includes lunch.  
Beautiful Royal Hylands Golf Club in Knightstown will host the event. Prizes for the winning 
and runner-up teams will be $600 and $400, respectively. There will be many additional prizes 
awarded. 
 
The Hoosier Gym will be open for tours Tuesday and Wednesday, June 6-7. Visitors may sit on 
the bench where actor Gene Hackman coached the Hickory Huskers or shoot a game-winning 
free throw. The old school bus used in the movie will also be available for tour between the 
Hoosier Gym and New CastleÕs Indiana Basketball Hall of Fame. 
 
Thursday, June 8, will be a historic landmarks program and vintage fashion show at the Hoosier 
Gym. A full country breakfast will be served at 9:30 a.m. Mervin Kilmer, president of the 
Hoosier Gym, and Robert Myers, former school superintendent, will lecture about the historic 
gym, the adjacent 1876 Knightstown Academy and other local landmarks. The vintage fashion 
show will feature clothing from the 1890s to 1950. 
 
Also on Thursday at 11 a.m. will be a caravan stop by the Tin Can Tourists and their antique 
recreational vehicles. This group is regularly featured on the Travel Channel. Their trip along 
U.S. Route 40 will be part of the bicentennial celebration of the National Road. 
 
The premiere event of the week will be the Hoosiers Reunion All-Star Classic at the Hoosier 
Gym on Friday, June 9. Starring the top high school basketball talent in Indiana, the girls will 
play at 6 p.m. and the boys will play at 8 p.m. Although tickets to the Hoosier Gym are sold out, 
basketball fans can watch the live simulcast of the games on a 25-foot screen at the new 
Knightstown High School gym. Tickets are available at the door for $5. Official souvenir 
programs will be available for purchase. 
 
Basketball players of all ages and skill levels are invited to compete in the Hoosiers Classic 3-on-
3 Basketball Tournament on Saturday, June 10. Preliminary competition will be played on the 
Public Square, weather permitting, or at local schools. Finals will be played Sunday at the 
Hoosier Gym. Entry fee is $100 per team. Players will be presented a Hoosiers Classic T-shirt. 
Entry deadline is at 8 a.m. the morning of the tournament. 
 
Saturday, June 9, at 7 p.m. will be the Õ50s cruise-in and sock hop at the Hoosier Gym. Tickets 
for the dance are $10 per person, available at the door and in advance at the Henry County 
Convention and Visitors Bureau in New Castle. A DJ will spin golden oldies and an Elvis 
impersonator will perform. Everyone will receive a pair of commemorative socks. 
 
The celebration will conclude Sunday in the Hoosier Gym with the finals of the Hoosiers Classic 
3-on-3 Basketball Tournament and the 7 p.m. showing of the movie Hoosiers. 
 
The Hoosier Gym Community Center of Knightstown Inc. is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to the preservation and continued use of the historic building. Information concerning 
individual events and entry forms are available on the Web site: thehoosiergym.com.  Questions 
on the celebration may also be directed to the Henry County Convention and Vistors Bureau, by 
calling 888-676-4302. DonÕt miss this once in a lifetime celebration! 
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